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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 8-17, 20-25, 27-29, 31-34-, 38-47, 49- 
52, 54-55, 57-58, 60-61 and 63 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Examiner comments 

Regarding claim 23, there is a typo error "the system of claim 124", a correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 8, 10-17, 19-23, 32-33, 38-40, 44-45, 47 and 48-63, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Geiger et al. (US Pub. 2001/0028301) in view of Myers (US 
Patent 5,836,051). 

Regarding claim 1 , Geiger et al. disclose a device (see Geiger, 12, fig. 5) for displaying 



information in a retail environment (see Geiger, par. 003, 015), comprising: 
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a passive, mobile display unit having a display screen that displays the information without 
user interaction (see Geiger, par.008), 

a receiver (see Geiger, 68, fig. 5) that receives downloaded information and a processor 
for processing and storing the downloaded information and providing control to the passive, 
mobile display unit to display the information on the display screen (see Geiger, par.008, 054). 

Geiger et al. fail to disclose display unit configured to not include user inputs, configured to 
not include triggering mechanisms, and configured to not be responsive to triggering 
mechanisms. 

In the related art, Myers disclose display unit configured to not include user inputs, 
configured to not include triggering mechanisms, and configured to not be responsive to 
triggering mechanisms (see Geiger, col.1 lines 42-44). Therefore, It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Geiger 
et al. with the above teaching of Myers in order to provide special offers in the store, 
advertisements of products without requiring interactions from the users. 

Regarding claims 21 and 38, the modified Geiger et al. disclose a passive display for a 
retail environment (see Geiger, par.003, 015) system, comprising: a computer (see Geiger, 
par.075) that downloads and stores information; a transceiver (see Geiger, 102, fig. 14) that 
downloads and stores the information received from the computer; and a passive, mobile display 
unit which receives the information stored in the transceiver, at any location within the retail 
environment, and displays the information on a display screen without user interaction (see 
Geiger, par.016). 
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Regarding claims 39 and 45, the modified Geiger et al. disclose a passive display for a 
retail environment (see Geiger, par.003, 015) system, comprising: a computer (see Geiger, 
par.075) that downloads and stores information; a transceiver (see Geiger, 102, fig. 14) that 
downloads and stores the information received from the computer; and a passive, mobile display 
unit which receives the information stored in the transceiver, at any location within the retail 
environment, and automatically displaying the information on a display screen of the at least one 
passive display unit (see Geiger, par.008, 054). 

Regarding claim 2, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the display screen comprises one of 
a single line, multiple line or graphic display (see Geiger, par.008). 

Regarding claim 3, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the processor comprises memory 
for storing at least the information (see Geiger, par.0054). 

Regarding claim 4, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the receiver includes at least one of 
an infrared data port (see Geiger, par.008), a radio frequency (RF) port and a cellular port to 
receive the downloaded information. 

Regarding claims 8 and 33, the modified Geiger et al. disclose one of a motion sensor and 
a timer configured to activate said display screen (see Geiger, par.0058). 

Regarding claim 10, the modified Geiger et al. disclose an anti-theft device (see Geiger, 
par.051, 070). 

Regarding claims 11-12, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the anti-theft device 
comprises a global positioning system or RF triangulation (see Geiger, par.072) system 
configured to determine location. 
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Regarding claims 13 and 32, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the display screen is one 
of a plasma display, an organic light emitting diode (LED) display and a LCD display (see Geiger, 
par.042). 

Regarding claim 14, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the receiver is one of an infrared 
or radio frequency (RF) receiver (see Geiger, par.010). 

Regarding claim 15, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the RF receiver communicates at 
an effective data rate of about 5,000 to 10,000 bits per second (see Geiger, par.049) and is 
sensitive to establish an error-free transmission at a distance of at least 300 yards. 

Regarding claim 16, the modified Geiger et al. disclose a power module to power said 
display screen, processor and receiver (see Geiger, 40, 62, 58, fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 17, the modified Geiger et al. disclose said power module includes a 
sleep command to conserve energy and battery life (see Geiger, par.042). 

Regarding claim 19, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the passive display unit is void of 
user inputs (see Geiger, par.008). 

Regarding claim 20, the modified Geiger et al. disclose said passive display unit is not 
activated via a trigger signal (see Geiger, par.043). 

Regarding claim 22, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the passive, mobile display unit is 
programmed by the transceiver independent of any location of the passive, mobile display (see 
Geiger, par.079-086). 

Regarding claim 23, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the transceiver is one of a mobile 
and a fixed transceiver (see Geiger, 68, 64, 65, fig.5). 
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Regarding claims 44 and 47, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the downloaded 
information may be downloaded from wireless (see Geiger, par.0010). 

Regarding claims 49, 52 and 55, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the display unit is 
configured to display the information as transitioning text regardless of the location of the device 
within the retail environment (see Geiger, fig.6-10). 

Regarding claims 50, 53 and 56, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the display unit is 
configured to randomly display regardless of the location of the device within the retail 
environment (see Geiger, par.059). 

Regarding claims 51, 54 and 57, the modified Geiger et al. disclose does not include a 
transmitter (see Geiger, 68, fig. 5). 

Regarding claims 58, 61 and 55, the modified Geiger et al. disclose automatically display 
unit is configured to display the information as transitioning text regardless of the location of the 
device within the retail environment (see Geiger, par.008, fig.6-10). 

Regarding claims 59 and 62, the modified Geiger et al. disclose automatically display unit 
is configured to randomly display regardless of the location of the device within the retail 
environment (see Geiger, par.059). 

Regarding claims 60 and 63, the modified Geiger et al. disclose automatically display the 
information as transitioning text (see Geiger, 68, fig. 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9, 34 and 43, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Geiger et al. 

Regarding claims 9, 34 and 43, the modified Geiger et al. fail to disclose wherein after a 
successful download is received the passive display unit ignores any erroneous data input and 
begins displaying the information on the display screen. The Examiner takes an Official notice 
that the concept the display device ignores any erroneous data input and begins displaying the 
information on the display screen is well known in the art. It would have been obvious the device 
display information which appropriate and filter out any errors that unreadable. 

Claims 5, 41-42 and 46, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Geiger et al. in view of Brockman et al. (US Pub. 2004/01 17196). 

Regarding claims 5, 41-42 and 46, the modified Geiger et al. fail to disclose during the 
download of information, the processor ceases display operations and activates the display 
screen when the download is completed. 

Brockman et al. disclose during the download of information, the processor ceases display 
operations and activates the display screen when the download is completed (see par.0176). 
Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of the modified Geiger et al. with the above teaching of 
Brockman et al. in order to provide status information after or during download information. 
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Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Geiger et al. in 
view of Byrns et al. (US Patent 6,373,884). 

Regarding claim 26, the modified Geiger et al. fail to disclose data rate of 1 15,200 bits per 
second. 

Byrnes discloses data rate of 1 15,200 bits per second (see col.5 lines 46-47). Therefore, 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the system of the modified Geiger et al. with the above teaching of Byrns in order to 
provide high data rate transmission. 

Claims 24 and 27-29 and 31, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Geiger et al. in view of Simionescu et al. (US Patent 5,963,650). 

Regarding claims 24 and 28-29, the modified Geiger et al. disclose the mobile transceiver 
includes: an internal receiver that receives the information from the computer (see 68, 58 fig. 5); 
an infrared transmitter for transmitting the information to the passive display unit (see 68, fig.5); a 
processing unit controls functions of the internal paging receiver and the infrared transmitter (see 
58, fig.5). 

the modified Geiger et al. fail to disclose a protected port connector to allow initial 
parameters to be entered, and allow various message buffers to be downloaded into the mobile 
transceiver. 

Simionescu et al. disclose a protected port connector to allow initial parameters to be 
entered, and allow various message buffers to be downloaded into the mobile transceiver (see 
col.7 lines 56-59). Therefore, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to modify the system of the modified Geiger et al. with the above 
teaching of Simionescu in order to provide wired interface for software setting of the mobile 
device. 

Regarding claim 27, the modified Geiger et al. disclose said processing unit is pre- 
programmed to receive, load and change to alternate operational software on command (see 
Geiger, par.079-086). 

Regarding claim 31, the modified Geiger et al. disclose an anti-theft device (see Geiger, 
par.051,070). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 25 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 25, the prior arts fail to disclose "the internal receiver is field 

programmable and is capable of receiving a minimum of four (4) cap codes", as cited in the 

claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7883. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban, can be reached at (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




